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ter," and a "most prodigious minter of exorbitant
novelties/' He preferred "the universitie of
humane reason and reading of the volume of
visible creation" to sectarianism and convention.
No wonder the Massachusetts leaders could not
comprehend him! He questioned their infalli-
bility, their ecclesiastical caste, and their theology,
and for their own self-preservation they were bound
to resist what they deemed his heresies.

Thus Rhode Island at the beginning was formed
of four separate and independent communities,
each in embryo a petty state, no one of which pos-
sessed at first other than an Indian title for its
lands and a self-made plantation covenant as the
warrant for its government. To settle disputes
over land titles and to dispose of town lands, Prov-
idence established in 1640 a court of arbitration
consisting of five "disposers," who seem also to
have served as a sort of executive board for the
town. In all outward relations she remained iso-
lated from her neighbors, pursuing a course of
strictly local independence. Portsmouth and New-
port, for the sake of greater strength, united in
March, 1640, and a year later agreed on a form of
government which they called "a democratic or
popular government/* in which none was to be